Attachment F

Local Workforce Investment Area

Designation Requirements
Purpose:
To provide local elected officials with the process for submitting a local area designation request to the New York State Department of Labor, acting on behalf of the State Workforce Investment Board and the Governor

Reference:
The Workforce Investment Act of 1998, Title I, Subtitle B, Chapter 2, Section 116, Local Workforce Investment Areas

Background:
The Workforce Investment Act of 1998 requires the Governor to designate local workforce investment areas within the State through consultation with the State Board and after consultation with the chief elected officials and consideration of the comments from the general public.  WIA stipulates several issues for the Governor’s decision making process with regard to the designation of local areas.

Section 116 of the Act describes criteria for local area eligibility stating that designation is open to local units of government or consortia of units of local government, which meet the criteria of successful performance in each of the two years prior to request and demonstrate fiscal integrity for a period of three years prior to the request.  Three categories of designation exist:  automatic designation; temporary and subsequent designation; and designation on the recommendation of the State Workforce Investment Board (SWIB) and approval of the Governor.  

Under the third category, the Governor may approve a request from any unit of general local government, including a combination of such units, for designation (including temporary designation) as a local area if the State Board determines, taking into account the general considerations previously outlined, and recommends to the Governor that such area should be so designated.  In addition to the requirements for meeting performance measures and demonstrating fiscal integrity, a designation based on the recommendation of the SWIB and the Governor must be predicated on a consideration of the following:

· The geographic area is consistent with areas served by local education agencies and intermediate education agencies.

· The geographic area is consistent with areas served by post-secondary educational institutions and area vocational education schools.

· The local area is consistent with labor market areas.
· Individuals will have access, either physical or electronic, that does not involve a burden of excessive travel.

· The resources of the newly designed local area are sufficient to effectively administer the services and activities carried out under Title IB of WIA.

All local area designation requests must be submitted using Attachment G, Local Workforce Investment Area Designation Request Form.  For a local area combining multiple units of local government, the form must be signed by the chief elected official of each governmental unit.








