
Summary from the State Workforce Investment Board Meeting 
12/3/09 
 
SWIB Members in Attendance
Rich Calo, Chairman 

:   

Albert Catalano 
Paul Cole 
Samuel Haines 
Joseph McDermott 
Gerard Pierce 
Patricia Smith 
Sherryl Weems 
Edward Peet 
Russell Sykes  
 

• Chairman Calo and Commissioner Smith opened the meeting and provided introductory 
remarks. 

• Pat Fahy, NYSDOL Associate Commissioner for Intergovernmental Affairs and Federal Policy 
provided an update on workforce related legislation and activities at the federal level:  

o Assisting the unemployed continues to be a priority; however health care bill continues 
to dominate the agenda in the Senate 

o Advocacy groups, including organized labor, are strongly supporting UI extensions; 
Congressman McDermott will introduce a bill to push the extension into March of 2011 
but that will likely be negotiated back to sometime in 2010 

o As they did in the ARRA earlier this year, the governors are expected to push for jobs 
programs to include an investment in infrastructure and state fiscal relief 

o The appropriations process is being monitored to track possible effects on workforce 
related programs 

o Representative Paul Tonko, as a member of the House Education and Labor Committee 
representing NYS, has scheduled regional meetings to discuss WIA reauthorization 
issues 

o Commissioner Smith’s nomination for Solicitor of the US Department of Labor has yet to 
come to the full Senate floor due to the focus on health care legislation 

• It was noted that President Obama was holding a Jobs Summit on this date (December 3). 
• Bruce Herman, NYSDOL Deputy Commissioner for Workforce Development, provided an 

overview of workforce system initiatives during the past year  
(http://www.labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/swib/NYSWorkforceSysYrRev12309.ppt) 

o Discussion took place related to the summer youth program, work readiness, State 
Education’s role in assessing work readiness, layoff aversion strategies, career pathways, 
‘green’ jobs,  and job creation vs. preserving existing jobs 

• Presentations on regional projects resulting from the Transformational Strategies using a Sector 
Approach (13N) grants were delivered by local WIB Director Sue McNamara and SWIB member 
Sherryl Weems from the Western region, and local WIB Director Lenore Sealy, Hanah Ehrenreich 
and Dr. Gail Sandle from the Central region 
(http://www.labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/swib/Chautauqua13N.ppsx) - Western 
(http://www.labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/swib/CentralNY13N.ppsx) - Central 
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• Deputy Commissioner Herman presented information on the Small Business Task Force and 
Energy Task Force 
(http://www.labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/swib/SmallBusTaskForceEnergyTaskForce12030
9.ppsx) 

• The meeting concluded with recognition that SWIB membership would be a focus during the 
next quarter.  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
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