
Subject: Proposed Changes To Wage Order for Restaurant Industry 
 
  
I just learned of the proposal to raise the minimum wage for tipped service workers to 
$7.25 in New York State. 
  
I have owned a family style restaurant in Rochester, NY for the last 38 years. I am 
selective in hiring well-qualified and 
highly motivated servers. They average between $10-$15 per hour in tips, which together 
with their hourly wage raises their total hourly wage to between $15-$20 per hour. To me 
this rate change seems totally without rationale. 
  
To randomly enact such a large hourly rate increase in an industry that is so labor 
intensive would be the ruination of many small operators in New York State. It would 
either put them out of business, or reduce our profit margin to such a low level as to serve 
as a disincentive to remain in business and deal with the long hours and multitude of 
details that go into making a restaurant successful. Based on my past weeks payroll, 
under the new rates, my payroll would have increased by over $1,000. That is a 13.75% 
increase.  
  
At a time when New York State is in such dire financial straits, I see this as merely a way 
to court political favor with a large labor group and to raise taxable revenue for the State 
coffers. The business owners who are adversely affected are a small block of voters in 
relation to the unions. The political consequences of their votes would be nil. 
  
For years, we have heard that we need to make New York State more business-friendly, 
yet over and over the actions of our state government have done just the opposite. We 
already pay some of the highest rates for energy and taxes, and now we will be among the 
highest in labor costs. 
  
I sincerely wish that the State would reduce spending before the "bubble" of 
unsustainable expenditures bursts. Our legislators cannot continue to ensure their re-
election by using the taxpayers' money to curry favor with special interest groups! 
  
I hope that the State will act in a rational and thoughtful manner and reject this damaging 
proposal. 
  
Respectfully yours, 
  
George Criticos 
Critic's on the Mall 
Rochester, NY  
 


