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Initial Claims Data 

 

• For the week ending March 21, 2020, initial claims for Unemployment Insurance increased over the past year by 
520% (including out-of-state residents) in New York State. Initial claims for UI increased by a minimum of 284% 
in each of New York’s 10 labor market regions. 

• Labor market regions with the most rapid over-the-year percentage increase in initial claims included: New York 
City (+642.8%), Capital Region (+618.9%), Long Island (+502.7%), Western New York (+482.4%) and Hudson 
Valley (+465.7%). At the same time, initial claims for out-of-state residents grew by 395.1%. 

• On a net basis, regions with the largest over-the-year increase in initial claims included: New York City 
(+33,215), Long Island (+6,460), Western New York (+5,543), Hudson Valley (+5,318) and Finger Lakes 
(+4,002). Initial claims for out-of-state residents grew by 3,840 during this timeframe. 
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• For the week ending March 21, 2020, all statewide industries—except Mining—experienced an increase in initial 
claims for Unemployment Insurance over the past year. 

• Four statewide industries in New York experienced increases in initial claims for UI of more than 1,000% 
compared to a year ago: Accommodation and Food Services; Arts, Entertainment and Recreation; Educational 
Services; and Other Services. 
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Glossary 
 

Initial Claim – This category includes both new and additional claims, both of which signify a new spell of 
unemployment. 
 
New Claim - The first initial claim filed to request a determination of entitlement to and eligibility for 
compensation. 
 
Additional Claim - A subsequent claim filed during an existing benefit year due to new period of 
unemployment. Someone who files a new claim and collects benefits, finds another job but is laid off again 
within the same year would be considered an additional claim. 

  


